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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2 - 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: multiple typo 
errors (e.g. "a commodityrecyclingmethod"). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 - 16, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Grenchus et al. [US 7,054,824], and further in view of Teveler et al. 
[US 2001/0034663]. 

As per claims 1-5, 8-12, 15 and 16, Grenchus discloses: estimating a 
remaining life of the commodity based on information indicating a usage history of the 
commodity recorded in a recording section provided in the commodity [via end of life 
cycle process, see paragraph bridging columns 1 and 2]; determining sale terms or 
lease terms based on the estimated remaining life of the commodity [see column 2, 
lines 19-26 (e.g. determined using current resale), and via step 38]; selling or 
renting the commodity to a second user in accordance with the sale terms or the lease 
terms [see column 5, lines 19 -28 (e.g. selling the whole product is determined)]; 
collecting the commodity from the second user [see column 2, lines 45 - 63 (e.g. 
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collecting a resale price for the product)]; and dismantling the commodity into a 
plurality of parts after the collection of the commodity from the second user, wherein the 
recording section records the information indicating the usage history of the commodity 
in a manner in which it is substantially impossible for a user of the commodity to alter 
the usage history information [see column 4, lines 7-12 (e.g. dismantling and material 
separation to pursue), and lines 30 - 37 (e.g. dismantling and removal of parts from 
a product)]. 

Grenchus does not explicitly disclose selling or renting a commodity to a first 
user and collecting the commodity from the first user. However, Teveler discloses: 
selling or renting a commodity to a first user [see figure 3, and paragraph 01 14 (e.g. 
commodity buyers and sellers)]] collecting the commodity from the first user [see 
paragraph 0014 (e.g. collect buyers 9 requests for certain items)]. 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Grenchus's invention to include Teveler's method of 
selling or renting a commodity to a first user. The motivation to combine would provide a 
buyer with a discount on an original purchase of a product or service, or for the 
extension of credit, by tying the original transaction to a contract for the long term 
purchase of one or more commodities [see paragraph 0023]. 

As per claims 6, 7, 13, and 14, Grenchus discloses wherein the commodity 
includes a device for sending particular information which is particular to the commodity 
[column 1, lines 15-24 (e.g. associated devices)]] wherein the particular information 
includes distribution information for specifying a party involved in a distribution of the 
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commodity [see figure 1], and when the particular information from the commodity 
ceases, notifies a party involved in the distribution of the commodity, which is specified 
by the distribution information included in the most recent piece of particular information 
from the commodity [via value database 26, column 4, lines 39 - 47 (e.g. source of 
parts values may be recent sale prices to parts brokers)], that the particular 
information from the commodity has ceased [see figures 2A-2B (e.g. information flow 
and decision making)]. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Garcia Ade whose telephone number is 571 .272.5586. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571 .272.6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Garcia Ade 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3627 



ga 




